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President’s Pen
With the festive season behind us and a new Zonta year
beckoning us, we strive together towards another year of
service and fellowship. I warmly welcome you all to 2016.
In December the board met and discussed the plans for
this year. The year ahead looks to be another successful
one for our club. I once again ask that you be mindful that
a helping hand, even the smallest task, can ease another's
load and can go some way to supporting the Zonta cause.
As you would be aware, last year Zonta International
announced a refreshed Zonta brand identity and a new
mission, vision and theme. It is important that we keep
these in the back of our minds when we are planning for
the future:
Mission
Zonta International is a leading global organization of
professionals empowering women world wide through
service and advocacy.
Vision
- Zonta International envisions a world in which women's
rights are recognised as human rights and every woman is
able to achieve her full potential.

- In such a world, women have access to all resources and
are represented in decision making positions on an equal
basis with men.
- In such a world, no woman lives in fear of violence.
Theme
Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy
January is Amelia Earhart Month, when Zontians celebrate the
birthday of Amelia Earhart, one of our most famous Zonta
members. Amelia was the embodiment of a real Zontian,
demonstrating conviction, commitment, courage and
achievement. As part of this important celebration a few of our
members, including myself, attended an Amelia Earhart
dinner, coordinated by the Zonta Clubs of Swan Hills and

Perth Northern Suburbs (photo above).

Our final ‘ Music in the Park’ at Myalup Vines Winery was a
great success, despite being rescheduled by a week due to the
Yarloop fires – see details on page 3. We are thankful that
Ellen’s farm is safe, even though the fire came close enough to
burn 20 Hectares in the corner of her property. ‘Tapas at Tate’s’
was cancelled due to the rescheduling of Myalup. Thank you to
Di and Chris for offering their home for what was to be our
January fellowship event.
Finally thank you for all you do in the name of the Zonta Club
of Bunbury and Zonta International, especially your kindness
to the women we serve, locally and globally.

Susan Kerr, President

Congratulations to Jill and Kevin!
Our hearty congratulations to Membership Committee Chairman Jill Lynn
and her husband Kevin who celebrated their golden wedding anniversary on
the 22nd January – such a special milestone!
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Images of Wambui Bahati
portraying the many faces of
Domestic Violence
Photographer – Lesley Morgan
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Membership Committee
Chairman – Jill Lynn
November Meeting
Our November meeting was set aside as
a ‘Special’ Dinner Meeting with the
evening’s agenda firmly focused on the
ever-present issue of domestic violence.
The first Guest Speaker was Sergeant
Don McLean, the Coordinator of the
Family and Domestic Violence Response
Team (FDVRTs) in Bunbury. He
outlined the role of the FDVRTs which is
to provide timely, coordinated and
safety focused responses to child and
adult victims of family and domestic
violence that have been identified by
WA Police.
The second Guest Speaker was Wambui
Bahati, a visiting speaker from the USA.
As a survivor of mental illness and
domestic abuse, she has combined the
wisdom and strategies that helped her
reclaim her health, happiness and peace,
with her gifts as a performing artist. Our
members and guests were treated to an
amazing, powerful performance by
Wambui who used her acting skills and
clothing props to bring to life characters
and stereotypes associated with aspects
of domestic violence. Nan Martella
home hosted Wambui and her
organiser, Fadzi Whande, with the visit
coordinated by Tyril Houghton and the
Membership Committee. Our
appreciation to the US Consulate for
sponsoring Wambui’s visit to Australia.

Membership Milestones
Also at the November meeting a
significant Award was presented to
Tyril Houghton from Zonta
International, acknowledging 25 years of
Zonta membership. Awards were also
presented to Lola Arnold (10 years) and
Rosa Tognela (5 years) for their
wonderful service to our Club.

December Meeting
The December Christmas Dinner
Meeting was well attended with many
members accompanied by guests who

sat down to a delicious meal in festive
surroundings. Guest Speaker for the

evening was Francesco Mazzella
(pictured above with Kerry Kerr) who
spoke about his interesting time as a
member of the Australian Peace Corps in
the Solomon Islands.

Welcome to Sherrie

Sue, Di & Rosa with Sherrie after her induction

During the evening our newest member,
Sherrie Morgan, was inducted into our
club. Sherrie was introduced by Di Tate
and inducted by Rosa Tognela. Prior to
her induction Sherrie had shown her
commitment to Zonta values by allowing
the Area 3 Walk in My Shoes Display to
be showcased at her work place, the
Bunbury branch of the Bendigo Bank,
where she is Branch Manager. In Sherrie’s
words, ‘it created an amazing amount of
interest in the community.’
Another highlight of the evening was the
presentation of a Zonta International
Certificate to Fiona Brockman by
Josephine Spaull, recognising 27 years of
membership of our organisation.
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Finance & Fundraising Committee
Joint Chairmen – Lesley Morgan & Sue Footner

Carmel & Trevor with their grandson

Farewell to Myalup Vines
Sunday 17th January was our final
fundraiser at Myalup Vines
Winery, which closed its doors
after our event.
Even though it turned out to be a
windy and cold afternoon, it was a
fantastic last function and we
greatly appreciated the support of
everyone who came along, donated
raffle items and helped on the day.
Our appreciation to Chris Tate and
his brother Lee who were our
barbecue gurus.
Our heartfelt thanks to Trevor and
Carmel Hutchison of Myalup
Vines, who have allowed our club
to hold this fundraising event at
their winery for the past 10 years!
What fantastic supporters. We wish
Carmel and Trevor a happy and
healthy retirement and say ‘Thanks
a million!’

SW Wind & Jazz Orchestra

entertainers, who have donated their
time at our event over several years:
•
•
•

South West Wind and Jazz
Orchestra
Guy Italiano and Erin Zolnier of
'Guy & a Girl'
Penelope Martella

We also acknowledge and thank our
generous donors:
• Buckingham Meats - sausages
• Brunswick Bakery – discounted
rolls
• Coles Australind – gourmet
cheese platters
RSM Australia (Bunbury Branch)
– raffle prize
•

Finally, a bouquet to our hard
working FFR Committee for the work
done to bring this event to fruition.
Thanks team, and wasn’t it great that
we were able to raise around $3,200
for our efforts, even though we had
to reschedule?

Many thanks too, to our wonderful

Nan & Penelope

Sue, Lesley & Di – ready to roll

Guy & Erin – ‘Guy & A Girl’

We are pleased to be selling the
2016/17 Entertainment Books again
this year - they will be launched in
May.
There are 30 new South West
restaurants, cafes, activities and
wineries, offering over 100 South West
places to choose from. We will let you
know more details in the near future.

International
Women’s Day
Breakfast
Save the date for our next major event!
Sunday 13th March
Sanctuary Golf Resort
Start getting your tables organised!
Further information will be distributed
soon.

Windswept but happy Zontians!

3

1
2

Newsletter of the Zonta Club of Bunbury Inc. PO Box 1395 Bunbury WA 6231

White Ribbon Day at the
Bunbury Forum
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Advocacy Committee
Chairman: Tyril Houghton
White Ribbon Day
21st November 2015
Advocacy in Bunbury
Using our special Area 3 banner and
posters stating ‘Join the Campaign to
stop Violence against Women’, as
well as shoes from the Walk in My
Shoes project, our members informed
and made Bunbury Forum shoppers
fully aware of the need for White
Ribbon Day.
White ribbons were handed out,
brochures presented and discussions
held, which raised the profile of the
Bunbury Zonta club advocating
against Domestic Violence within the
community. Members stood out
wearing the bright orange vests and
badges organised by Amanda
Whittle. Generous donations of
$183.35 were received.
Advocacy in Bridgetown
Josephine Spaull, Nicola Kestel and
Ingrid Hilario, our marvellous
members from Bridgetown,
distributed over 70 ribbons in
Bridgetown.
Donations of $150.00 for the
Women’s refuge in Bunbury were
received, making a total of $333.35.

White Ribbon Day March
& Memorial Service
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Bunbury White Ribbon Day March
and Memorial Service - 25th Nov
Lorelle Klumpp, Donna Stewart and
Tyril Houghton had attended
meetings for this event where it was
planned that men would be asked to
take the pledge to prevent violence
against women.
These Bunbury Zontians suggested a
display of white crosses, with each
cross representing a homicide from
domestic violence. These crosses,
positioned on the lawn near the
service, (pictured right) were a tragic
reminder of the urgency of the need
for advocacy.

Six members, Irene Bell, Lorelle Klumpp,
Lee Mead, Di Tate, Helen Hemsley and
Kimberley Robbins, marched on behalf of
our club.

Area 3 Walk in My Shoes Display
Bendigo Bank in Bunbury
Sincere thanks to Sherrie Morgan,
Manager of this bank, for providing space
for this display of shoes and stories of
how women had finally ‘walked away’
from Domestic Violence to restart their
lives. Media coverage over the month of
the display once again provided a
valuable opportunity to alert the
community and raise awareness of the
need for action.
Brunswick
The display was subsequently sent for
two weeks to the Brunswick Community
Centre and Library, and the Jobs South
West Training Officers building.
This display is now with the Zonta Club
of Dunsborough.
Letter to the WA Attorney General
This letter requests that the Attorney
General considers aligning all States’ laws
so that the activities of perpetrators of
domestic violence can be monitored from
State to State. This is not the current
situation.
Sincere thanks to Leonie Davey and Jo
Wittorff for their input and to Tyril
Houghton for instigating this advocacy
initiative.
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Service & UN Committee
Chairman – Linda Brown

Service and UN Committee Members have had a quiet
time over the Christmas break with not much happening
in December and January.

2015 Birthing Kits – Where did they go?
Birthing Kit Coordinator Helen Hemsley
received the following notification from
the Birthing Kit Foundation:
‘The 1000 kits that yourself, students and
fellow volunteers assembled in November have been sent to
Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo. We have
established a fantastic relationship with World Vision, both in
Australia and internationally and through their expansive
network have been able to arrange transportation to even more
remote areas that we have previously been unable to service.’
Great news!

Nixi Education Project Feedback
In April we granted $2,000 to
the Nixi Project to fund crèche
staff while the young mums
attended education classes.
The aim of the Nixi Education
Project was to support past and
current Nixi Teen and Young
Mum members through the
provision of access to further
education, within a safe and supported environment.
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We received the following feedback on the project:
12 young women enrolled in the project and each of them
benefitted from the project to varying degrees. Three decided the
project wasn’t for them at this time, one attained a partial
completion and 8 young women completed successfully and
attained their Certificate 2 in Community Services.
The project was very effective in providing the young women
with a positive pathway to further education. The young women
experienced a greater sense of self-worth and empowerment
through the project and many have gone on to further studies or
full time work. (More great news!)

Seeking 2016 Woman of Achievement Nominees
This Area 3 award will be presented in November at the
Founders’ Dinner in Bunbury (yes!) and our committee is
asking club members to suggest women in our community
whom we could nominate.
We are seeking a woman who:
•

•

exhibits commitment through service or advocacy to
the areas in which Zonta works to improve the legal,
political, economic, educational, health and
professional status of women.
has not previously been recognised at National or State
levels but whose contribution in the community is
significant. Her contribution may be at local, national
or international level.
We look forward to receiving your suggestions.

63rd Zonta International Convention in Nice: July 2nd-6th
Don’t miss the early bird deadline - 27th February 2016

